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Vikings agree to extend QB Kirk 
Cousins contract, for a cool $66M 
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‘This is the new normal 


Order is through March 27, 


As virus spreads, Walz orders 
most public places closed 


By Dave Orrick and Mara H. Gottfried ° Pioneer Press 


Gov. Tim Walz on Monday closed all Minnesota restaurants and bars to the 


public in response to the coronavirus pandemic. 


Also closed: movie theaters, fitness clubs, gyms, cafes, bowling alleys, bingo 
halls, hookah bars, arcades, and country clubs — to name a few of a wide range 
of closures of businesses where people gather and can spread germs. 


“Were seeing people still congregate in day and extends to 5 p.m. March 27 — 
although Walz said he expects he will likely 


large numbers,” 


need to stop congregating.” 


Walz said, emphasizing 
that Minnesota is entering a crucial window 
for slowing the spread of COVID-19. “We 


order the closures to 


The order goes into effect at 5 p.m. Tues- 
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Private social gatherings 


discouraged 
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SCOTT TAKUSHI / PIONEER PRESS PHOTOS 
Bad Weather Brewery on West Seventh Street in St. Paul was closed Monday and will remain so for the foreseeable future as the state acts to 
stem the spread of the coronavirus. Some of the employees gathered in the middle of the day for a beer before heading home. 


last beyond that. 


Story, Page 4B. 
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In addition, Walz signed a separate order The Hope Breakfast Bar in St. Paul 
transitioned Monday from being a restaurant 

VIRUS RESTRICTIONS, 10A to a community kitchen. Owner Brian Ingram 
will fill these bags with cooked meals during 
the next morning when the kitchen is open. 


may be extended 
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Virus restrictions announced; aid package sought 


pandemic may send the economy into a 
recession and suggested that the nation may 
be dealing with the virus until “July or 


By Jonathan Lemire, Andrew Taylor 


and Jill Colvi 


Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — Racing to stall an 
expected surge of coronavirus cases, the 
White House on Monday released a series of 
sweeping guidelines that for the next 15 days 


can society. 
President Donald 


newly somber tone about the crisis envelop- 


ing the globe, urged 


will temporarily rewrite the norms of Ameri- 


stay home and everyone to avoid crowds 
and eating out at restaurants. The president 
for the first time acknowledged that the 


Trump, employing a 
August.” 
all older Americans to 


The guidelines were released to an uneasy 
country. The stock market had its worst day 
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Cases in 
state hit 
54: no 

fatalities 


Community spread 
means contagion is 
easily transmitted 


By Mara H. Gottfried 


mgottfried@pioneerpress.com 


An additional 19 people have 
tested positive for COVID-19, 
bringing the total in Minnesota 
to 54, according to information 
released Monday by the Minne- 
sota Department of Health. 

About 1,893 people have been 
tested. The Health Department 
has to prioritize its testing and 
Kris Ehresmann, director of 
infectious disease prevention, 
stressed that if people are able to 
manage their symptoms at 
home, they do not need to be 
tested. 

And if people are not in need of 
medical care, they don’t need to 
seek it, just because COVID-19 is 
circulating. 

“Our recommendations for 
staying home are the same, 
regardless of whether or not 
someone has tested positive, and 
since there is no treatment for 
mild cases, there is no clinical 
decision that would be made 
based on the test result,” Ehres- 
mann said Monday. 


STAY HOME IF SICK 


The most important safeguard 
is for people who are sick to stay 
home, Ehresmann said. 

“Tf you’re concerned about our 
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INSIDE 


e Baseball season postponed 
until mid-May, Sports, 8A 

e Vaccine tests begin in Seattle, 
Page 1B 


e MOA theme park closed, 
stores may follow, Page 1B 


Chilling at home and chipping in can be done 


No. Anything but the Y. 

I held out hope that the YMCA, 
where I play hoops, would resist all 
the closings going on, buck the 
trend, and keep its doors open dur- 
ing the coronavirus pandemic. 

I was looking forward to Tues- 
day’s morning session. 

But no. I got the bad news in a 
mass email Monday morning from a 
fellow hoopster at one of the metro 
locations where I play on occasion. 

“I wish all of you, and your loved 
ones, the best of health during this 


TwinCitiesecom 


next show. 


Use our theater reviews to help you choose your 


time,” Aaron Schank wrote. 
What a nice thing to say. 
Hopefully that gesture permeates 
as COVID-19-infected America brac- 
es for more First World and real sac- 
rifice in the coming days and weeks. 
Social distancing is becoming the 


CALL US Newsroom 651-228-5490 


daily norm in response to the worst 
public health crisis since the flu epi- 
demic of 1918. 

On Tuesday, federal authorities 
announced a series of steps that 
included avoiding gatherings of 
more than 10 people. Hours later, 
joining at least 14 other states and 
scores of municipalities, Minneso- 
ta Gov. Tim Walz ordered all bars 
and in-dining restaurants closed 
statewide until at least March 27. 
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NOTE TO OUR READERS 


Dear Readers, 


We're devoting much more space 
in the paper to news about 
coronavirus and much less to 
news about organized sports, 
most of which have been canceled 
or postponed for now. 


You'll find nearly six pages of 
coronavirus news in the “B” 
section, where sports used to be, 
and you'll find a couple of pages 
of sports news inside this section, 
the “A” section. Weather can still 
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be found on the last page of the 
“B” section. 


Our aim is to be as useful to you 
as we can during these days of 
crisis and disruption. 


| welcome constructive feedback 
and questions that will help shape 
our coverage. Email is good: 
editor@pioneerpress.com. My 
direct phone number is 651-228- 
5544. If | don’t pick up, please 
leave a message. 


— Mike Burbach, editor 
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